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The G 8 committed themselves to

Nigeria: My name is Aderonke Afolabi. I am
just over forty and I am an unmarried mother

guarantee access to antiretroviral drugs to

of three children. Last year I discovered that I

the highest possible number of people, but

am HIV positive. It was a shock because I

in Africa only 8% of the sick people can

didn’t think AIDS was really dangerous and I

receive them.

thought I wouldn’t catch it. HIV and AIDS are

Poverty, inadequate health

heavy words: I didn’t want anybody to know I

services, the high cost of drugs and global

was HIV positive, so I shut myself at home and

trade rules prevent millions of people from

never went out. Then I realized that life goes

getting treatment.
In 2001 the richest countries in the

on. I asked the local hospital to put me on the
government list for the administration of anti

world founded the Global Fund for

retroviral drugs. Only five hundred patients

fighting AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria,

can receive them, but many of the people on the

but the contributions are not sufficient.

list had died already. I was lucky I could be

The United States has offered help to some

part of the programme, because before I used to
buy the drugs from a private hospital, paying
twenty thousand naira (126 euros) a month,
now I pay only one thousand (6 euros).
The antiretroviral drugs have done me good.

African countries on condition that they
accept to buy the drugs patented by the
American pharmaceutical firms rather
than the generic makes which cost half as
much.
Under pressure from the G8 countries,

Last year I was very thin, I thought I was going

India has also recently approved a

to die. Now my viral charge is irrelevant and I

series of new laws which impose the

have 650,CD4. I am only 42 and I still have

respect of intellectual property rules

some plans for the future.

established

A lot of people cannot get onto the

by

the

World

Trade

Organization (WTO) which prevent

governmental list because there are only few

exporting generic

places, other people who are on the list cannot

Africa.

even pay the one thousand naira a month

Indian

drugs to

1

because they have already spent all their money
for their treatment. Some people lose their job
when the word spreads around that they are
HIV positive, so they can’t afford the medicines.
We ask the world leaders to help us, so that we
can afford to receive the medicines, because
people die without being treated.
HIV positive people should receive the anti
retroviral drugs free; thus they would be able
to stop hiding their disease. People would not
die in silence because of ignorance, and we
would be able to fight social prejudice.
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GIDEON MENDEL, Otto donne al tavolo del G8, The
Guardian, in Internazionale, 1/7 luglio 2005, p. 34
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Resist, resist, resist
Francesco Saverio Borrelli, attorney general, Milan 2002

The majority of the progenitors of what I am
going to reveal as the nature of the innocent
fraud

[of the economic system], are not

deliberately at its service. They do not know
what created and modelled their point of view.
No evident form of illegality is at stake. What
lies at the root of the problem is not contempt
of laws, but the force of personal and social
beliefs. And in fact, there is not trace of a guilt
feeling; if anything, there is selfindulgence.
John K. Galbraith

A) Economic analysis
In May 2007 the story of a small pub in the north of England was published in
all the British papers. The small family enterprise had received by Kentucky
Fried Chicken the order to take the words “family feast” off their menu. The
lawyers of the American fast food company saw in those words a violation of a
Trade mark that KFC had registered.

On the menu of the fast food chain

restaurants, “family feast” meant a packet of deep fried chicken with chips,
cabbage salad, sauce and a fizzy drink of a litre and a quarter. In the small pub,
instead, “family feast” is the Christmas menu which consists of Stilton paté,
grilled turkey and Christmas pudding. At first the owners of the English pub
could not believe it, until they were summoned to appear in court. However, the
increasing attention the British mass media gave to the case has deterred the
American company: they have dropped the suit.
This is only one example of the many claims of property which have been
increasing exponentially. The requests to patent intellectual property has been
increasing by 4.7% and is, as for all the main economic activities in the world,
concentrated in only a few patent offices. China, Japan, Europe, the republic of
➔ Analysis:

WIPO, p. 9.

Korea and the United States register 77% of all the requests and issue 74% of all
patents. The 2007 report of the World Organization for Intellectual Property
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says that by the end of 2005 over 5.6 million patents prevented free access to
music, films, genetic materials, software, microorganisms and other ideas.

Japan
USA

China
Republic of Corea
European Patent Office

Germany
Russia
England
France

Number of patent requests in 9 patent offices since 1883, the year of the Paris Convention
on Industrial Property, until 2005.

The concept or property
Do you like eating meat, but do you have doubts about buying it because of the
intensive breeding systems of modern farms, where animals are now only a sale
product and no longer a help in farm work? This might be good news for you:
American geneticists are developing a technique which will enable them to grow
animal tissue from stem cells.

This means that a pork chop may be made

without an animal, almond chicken without a chicken and the Florentine steak
without a cow.

The meat coming out of the test tube has become a lab

possibility. In order to accelerate the process, an association of animal rights
(PETA) has promised a one million dollar prize for the first scientist who will
render this discovery commercially feasible.
Does this piece of news leave you perplexed? It would certainly be a
good thing if cows were allowed their grazing land, chickens were able to
scratch in yards, while the mud for pigs could be substituted with something
else. But the production of meat in a test tube sounds like just another invention
which doesn’t take into account the natural way of things.

This powerful

appropriation of life by technology for marketing purposes is disturbing.
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Papayas on market shelves will bring us back the charm of exotic
holidays, but we wonder doesn’t it cost a lot, also in terms of the environment,
to bring it here? Our consciences as consumers are troubled when we hear of
the factories in the Neapolitan area, where foreigners work in rooms with no
windows and closed doors, in order not to be discovered by the finance police,
and they earn only a few euros an hour to make the clothes that famous
designers like Gucci and Armani will sell for thousands of euros. And we are
scandalized by the widespread death of bees, in Europe and elsewhere. Their
pollination activity, which is so vital for the reproduction of life on our planet as
to be the paradigm of the human reproductive process, has been industrialized.
In order to pollinate the immense rows of almond trees in the Central Valley of
Los Angeles, for example, half the number of the forty billion bees living in the
USA are necessary. We are talking of stressed bees, whose beehives are loaded
in lorries which travel for three days and nights from one end of the country to
the other (up to 17,000 km in a year), woken up in advance (compared to their
natural activity calendar), often fed an unbalanced diet made up only of almond
nectar, exposed to the aggression of the new neocotinoid insecticides required
by monocultures and obliged to fight viruses which probably become active
because the bees are tired and exhausted. All that is too much. And so, after the
buzzing sound of their work, silence descends on the almond tree valleys
because one third of the bees have died. Why carry on? Because it is worth
while:

less bees means the price obtained by bee keepers who send their

beehives from far away goes up. The almonds of Central Valley are a 1.9 million
dollar business. This seems to justify even the mass death of the animal without
which natural pollination of most fruit, vegetables and cotton will not be
possible. Maybe we will be able to develop a mechanical buzz to do their work.
Is that what we want?
Our conviction that we can take possession of animals and plants, of their
genetic structures, of the lakes and rivers, of the mineral resources underground
and of the geological spaces above ground, of the water and in an already
foreseeable future also of the air, yes, even of intelligence and the processes that
regulate its growth, development and death, is limitless.
The logic of profit above all justifies any intrusion, extraction, upheaval,
slavery and sacrifice. In a society which holds property as its highest value,
everything must be rendered private property – even intellect. In the world of
patented knowledge, making use of the wisdom of one’s forefathers – a practice
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in use among all peoples – is going to become a privilege to be enjoyed only by
the affluent.
This manual, like the ones which came before it, will illustrate some of
the mechanisms which help, favour and encourage the appropriation of the
elements of creation.

The institutions of appropriation
In 1971 the microbiologist Ananda Chakrabarty, an employee of General
Electric, wanted to patent a genetically manipulated microorganism which is
capable of eating the crude oil floating on the sea. The first time the patent
office refused the application, but in 1980 the Supreme Court of the United
States decided, with the majority of only one vote, that life can be patented.
What followed was that in 1985 the United States issued the first patent for a
plant and in 1987 the first patent for an animal (the socalled crab mouse).
Since 1988, the European Union has also adopted the general guidelines on
biotechnology, so that it is possible to patent human cells, genes, plants and
animals which have been genetically manipulated.
The rights of intellectual property are legal and institutional measures to protect
the creations of the mind, such as books, music or fashion items of clothing. The
concept of property has been extended over the years and at present the things
which can be patented include business secrets, the reproduction of seeds in
agriculture, new forms of life created through genetic manipulation and artificial
intelligence for computers.
The protection of intellectual property was made legally effective
worldwide by introducing it into the agreements of the World Commerce
Organization.

A small group of multinational companies of films, music,

software and pharmaceuticals pressed to obtain that their products, distributed
worldwide, could be guaranteed by a worldwide restrictive clause.

This

restrictive clause can take three different forms:
✔

The patents, which guarantee the legal right to prohibit the use, sale or
importation of the patented object, normally for twenty years.

✔

The copyright, which offers authors the intellectual property of various
kinds of literary or artistic work. The copyright protects the particular
expression of the idea, not the idea itself; it lasts for the whole life of the
author, plus another 5070 years.
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➔ Analysis:

Example
p. 3.

✔
TM

,

The trademarks

, which are lines of products which respond to a

TM

common standard (for example of a particular method of organic
agriculture). They give the right of exclusiveness of the trademark.
The matter is regulated by many international conventions, and the spread of
new institutional agencies which deal with intellectual property gives rise to
great confusion and to nonhomogeneous standards.
The International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants
(UPOV)
In agriculture, the cultivation of new plants is long and complicated. Producing
a new variety of a species may require 7 to 10 years. This convinced the growers
to request the rights to protect their work. This request was answered by the
convention of the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of
Plants in 1961 in Paris. That was the first act to give institutional force to the
right of the intellectual property for the harvests which feed the world, such as
wheat, corn, rice and potatoes. This property had already been protected by
introducing hybrid plants which do not produce seeds for reproduction. This is
a first active protection measure (whereas we may call the legal protection by
patents a kind of passive protection), which later on, by genetic manipulation
and the application of the socalled exterminating technology has been extended
to many of the genetically modified organisms (GMO).

This castrating

manipulation of the seeds causes a direct dependence of the farmer on the multi
national companies of this sector.

Thus, by the war of patents, Monsanto,

together with another 5 companies (Aventis, Dow, Du Pont, Mitsui, Syngenta),
has managed to establish a total monopoly (98% of the world market) in the
sector of biotechnologically treated seeds.
In some countries it is now difficult to find or grow, on one’s own, seeds
which are not protected and therefore expensive. India is a happy exception:
through a law introduced in 2001, India has guaranteed the farmers the right “to
preserve, use, exchange, share or sell the farm’s production even if it comes from
a protected variety”.
The World Trade Organization (WTO)
The protection of intellectual property was globalized in a very effective way
when its cause was adopted by the World Trade Organization.

The WTO

agreement on Trade Rights for Intellectual Property Aspects (TRIPS) introduced
the concept into many countries which did not have it before and the intellectual
property rules became binding. The TRIPS, which came into effect on January
1995, regulates the rights of patents for “products and processes, with no regard
8
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as to the geographical location of the invention,
of the sector of technology and with no
distinction

between

produced products”.

imported

or

locally

It is responsible for the

introduction of the concept of property, in
particular regarding drugs, food and drinks, and
enforces its diktats through sanctions against
those countries which contravene the agreement.
Under the much debated article 27.3, the WTO
members are obliged to guarantee patents for
microorganisms, microbiology processes and
plant varieties. Thus, the agreement enables, for

One fifth of the genes in our
body is private property.
Even pathogen genes, the
ones connected to serious
disease, which are vital for
discovering treatment.
Persons and companies
patent genes in their names
and claim the right to receive
money every time the gene in
question is used. The tariffs
of the patents increase the
cost of the treatment
exponentially; thus the cost
is paid by the patients.

instance, pharmaceutical companies to patent drugs whose chemical formula is
based on the old knowledge which tribal healers handed down for centuries, for
free.

The agreement also enables companies to patent plants and animals,

whether they be of pure breed, manipulated or genetically modified.

Many

voices have risen, especially in Africa, to question whether forms of life may be
patented;

because the appropriation of the species creates monopolies in

important fields such as food supplies and health protection.
One example of the risk of this development can be seen in the recent
increase in the price of food, due in part to the mechanisms of stock exchange
speculation. These were made possible by the concentration of the production
in the hands of multinational companies.

The

price increases threw 800 million people under
the poverty threshold (➚ Equomanual number 3,
Hunger)
Another field of the appropriation of life is
being able to buy patents on genetically modified
animals. This may mean that in the near future a
farmer may not have any rights on the animals,
but will have to pay a tax to the company which
owns the intellectual property of the genome of
each lamb or calf that is born.
As regards the human genome, we can see
a rush against time to patent the highest possible
number of the 140,000 genes that the human

Ashera is a cat created through genetic
manipulation.
The cat, which costs
15,000 € and can be received directly at
home by mail, has been obtained
hybridising a leopard, a cheetah and a
domestic cat.

body contains. Once this rush has been completed, the consequences on the
Equomanual 5 – economic analysis
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treatment of disease will be enormous, because a certain company will allow the
application of the patented method only against payment of a high sum of
money.
The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)
Another important actor on the international scene is the World Intellectual
Property Organization. Its roots go back to 1893 with the creation of the Office
for the Protection of the Intellectual Property.
approved, the WIPO found its role:

But after the TRIPS were

a few attempts to counterbalance the

interests of the powerful business actors in the developed countries defended by
WTO. As a UNO agency, WIPO offers legal and technical assistance for the
TRIPS agreement and liaises with other UNO institutions which work in the field
of biodiversity, the protection of traditional knowledge, environment protection
etc. Because 90% of its budget comes from the expenses paid for the drawing
up of intellectual property rights, WIPO is not independent, but is indirectly
obliged to keep the cost of the drawing up of patents high.
The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
The increasing number of patents makes knowledge more and more exclusive
and favours the monopolization of production. Therefore we can say that the
present system of intellectual property protection is a threat to biological
diversity. According to the first global survey on the status of genetic resources
of the fauna and the capability of countries to manage them in a sustainable
way, published by FAO in December 2006, about 20% of animal species are at
risk of extinction, and one species is lost every month. 190 of the 7600 species
of animals used in agriculture have become extinct in the last 15 years and
another 1500 are at risk of extinction. And only in the last 5 years 60 species of
cows, goats, pigs, horses and poultry have been lost.
In order to fight this depressing alteration of biodiversity, the Biological
Diversity Convention was created.

During the UN Earth Summit in Rio de

Janeiro in 1992, the convention was signed by 156 countries, which became 190
by mid2007. The United States has not adopted the convention: it fears that
signing the convention might jeopardise the free use of biotechnologies. The
convention allows a sustainable use of biological resources, where “sustainable”
means safeguarding biodiversity to keep local environments healthy on the one
hand, and the rights to intellectual property to favour profit and production on
the other hand. The convention also guarantees what is an important means of
development for poor countries: access to genetic resources, access to relevant
10
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technology and access to the benefits obtained by using the genetic material in
the development of biotechnologies. In other words, if a pharmaceutical
company develops a new antibiotic by genetically analysing a small frog in the
Costa Rica forest, it must pay compensation to that country.
The patent war
Firms are more and more interested in intellectual property not only because it
has become an important commercial means, but also in order to guarantee their
invention against the risk of improper exploitation, to eliminate possible
competitors from the market, conquering monopolies in profitable and long
lasting sectors like, for instance, the food market. That is why companies use
the patent clustering and bracketing techniques.

The former consists of

obtaining several patents intersecting the various components of a product, in
order to make it more and more difficult for a competitor to exploit that idea.
Bracketing, instead, is a method to patent information concerning the
competitor’s patent, in order to lock the commercialisation of the product before
the competitor signs any agreement with his/her own company.
An example is “Golden rice”, a kind of genetically modified rice which
contains increased levels of beta carotene. The two multinational companies
Syngenta and Monsanto have protected this rice with 30 different patents and
40 rights of property on the production technology, in spite of the fact that the
development of this variety of rice was performed in two state research centres,
the Federal Polytechnic School of Zurich and the University of Freiburg.
According to some, the battle to extend the rights to intellectual property
is an incentive to creativity, because people feel protected and hence stimulated
in their talents.

Others, instead, say that it is collectivity and collaboration

among different elements which produce genius, and that the concept of
intellectual property favours manipulation of life with the sole aim of profit.

The pharmaceutical sector
The pharmaceutical sector, like the seed sector, is subject to vast monopolies.
The ten largest pharmaceutical multinational companies are Pfizer + Pharmacia,
Glaxo Smith Kline, Merck & Co., BristolMyers Squibb, Astra Zeneca, Aventis,
Johnson & Johnson, Novartis, Wyeth and Eli Lilly. In 2003 they secured 58.4%
of the world pharmaceutical market. Their solicitors organise a rigid regime of
intellectual property. They maintain that before launching a product on the
market, the pharmaceutical companies must finance years and years of research
and expensive tests on animals and people.
Equomanual 5 – economic analysis

The price of the drug must
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➔ Alternative:

CAMBIA, p.
36.

compensate not only the production costs, but also the costs of research and
tests.

Therefore a long period of exclusive rights on commercialisation is

necessary. The consequence is that drugs whose production costs are very low
are sold at very high prices and cannot be bought by people who, in rich and
poor countries, do not have an adequate medical insurance. This is particularly
bad in the case of infectious disease such as malaria or AIDS, which are
spreading rapidly on our planet.

What is more important, the right to

intellectual property of pharmaceutical multinational companies or the life of
millions of people who, without the appropriate treatment, are doomed? What
about the higher risk of contagion of healthy people, due to the spread of
epidemics?
In Brazil, for instance, the Cardoso government had launched a campaign
of distribution of antiretroviral drugs to all HIV carriers in 1996. After 5 years,
the number of AIDS cases decreased, but also the financial resources for the
expensive drug. Therefore the health minister of that time, Josè Serra, contacted
two pharmaceutical companies, Merck and Roche, to convince them to sell the
drug at a lower price, which would still earn a lot because they would sell in
high quantities.

It seemed that their refusal was categorical, but when the

minister threatened to manufacture the product, even in violation of the TRIPS
agreement, both companies gave in and today Roche is selling the drug to Brazil
at half the price. According to the World Health Organization data of 2 June
2008, only 31% of AIDS patients in the countries with a low or medium income
receive the antiretroviral therapy. Today almost three million people are being
treated, out of 10 million people who need such treatment. Luckily in 2007 the
therapy was offered to 950 thousand more people.
Exclusive access to drugs has given rise to black market;

counterfeit

drugs are now sold. According to the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), the
American office which controls food and drugs, about 10 % of all the drugs in
circulation at present are counterfeit. The drug black market produces 35 billion
dollars a year.

Unfortunately, the composition of these drugs does not

correspond to the original formula, therefore they do not cure, but they may
cause further disease. In 2001 China divulged that 195 thousand people had
died as a consequence of having taken counterfeit drugs. This datum is kept
hidden by the pharmaceutical companies to avoid bad publicity and the damage
to their image, which would bring a drop in their sales.
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The appropriation of water
During the last two decades, many public facilities have been privatised: banks,
insurance, gas, electricity, railways, post offices, telecommunication, hospitals,
town transport, even defence services have been partly privatised – and
education.

Water did not escape either, and whereas it had always been a

communal commodity it became an economic resource to be privately exploited.
In its various sessions, the World Water Forum always tried to define access to
water as a human right, but the new freetrade logic, which is always trying to
do away with any form of regulation, claims the right to privatise this natural
resource. Why? Because those who bottle and sell a necessity like water, which
furthermore springs from the soil gratis, can rely on a certain profit.

➔ Alternative:

open source
and copyleft,
p. 3436.

The

speculation on water is also widespread in Italy. Piping which has not been
adequately maintained, an excessive exploitation of water in agriculture and
industry in areas subject to draught, an indiscriminate and careless domestic
use, and misleading advertising which makes people believe that bottled water is
of a better quality than water coming from waterworks, have transformed the
population into the highest consumers of bottled water in the world. In 2003,
the Italian mineral water industry bottled 12 billion litres, which mean 193 litres
of bottled water per person. Besides, together with the water we also consume
the plastic bottle, which has a very heavy ecological impact. In order to put into
plastic bottles the 154 billion litres of water sold in the world every year, 600
billion litres of water are used (plus 81 million litres of crude oil). 1 This means
that, for every litre of water in a plastic bottle, four litres of water have been
wasted. But the idea of the protection of a global facility is, once more, defeated
by the idea of private profit. In Italy alone the turnover in 2004 was 2.1 billion
Euros. More than half of this profit is made by only 4 companies: Nestlé/San
Pellegrino,

Zoppas/San

Benedetto,

Congedi/Uliveto/Rocchetta

and

Pontecorvo/Ferrarelle, who pay the State very little for the right to exploit the
State property. In 14 regions out of 20, the companies do not pay any rent for
the quantity of water drawn out and bottled, but only a “cultivation rent”, that is
the rent of the area where the spring is. The exploitation becomes an absurd
reality, as stated by Teresa Isenburg in the dossier on water of the Globalisation
and Environment Commission, when for instance Ferrarelle bottles 2 million
1 To produce 1 kilo of Pet (polyethilene terephthalate), the plastic used for the bottles, about 2
kilos of crude oil and 17 litres of water are necessary, with 2.3 kilos of carbon dioxide being
released into the atmosphere, 40 grams of hydrocarbon, 25 grams of sulphur oxides and 18
grams of carbon monoxide. The pollution produced by transport must then be added,
because only 25% of bottled water is sold in the country where it is produced; the rest is sold
abroad, crossing one or more borders. (La Repubblica, 11 July 2007)
Equomanual 5 – economic analysis
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➔ Material:

Dossier GLAM
Acqua, dono e
responsabilità
p. 42.

litres from a local source in a small town in Campania and the tap water is
rationed for the inhabitants of the same town.
But even when water is not taken away by big companies, the municipal
waterworks have difficulty supplying it, because of the bad condition of the
piping; sometimes only half of the water piped reaches the consumer. The
funds for repairs to the waterworks are insufficient, and international pressure
has convinced many cities to give their water to be managed by private
companies. In view of the fact that by 2025 two thirds of the world population
will not have access to drinking water, these private companies are more than
happy to get their hands on it. The municipalities are often disappointed when
they discover that the service offered is no better, or only slightly better than
before, while the costs increase drastically. To go back is not easy, because
multinational water companies do not want to give up their high profits.
The best known example is the municipality of Cochabamba in Bolivia.
Because of the request for a loan to upgrade the waterworks of the third city in
the country, the World Bank imposed their
privatisation. Before that, the loans from the
World Bank had already brought about the
privatisation of the national industry, of the
national airline, of the railways and of the
electricity and telephone companies.

That

way, Bechtel Corporation of San Francisco
Demonstration for public water in
Cochabamba

took control of the whole of the water in the
country, including rain water, which it was

forbidden to collect. The price of water for families which lived on 2 dollars a
day went up to one quarter of their income. Those who could not pay saw their
properties confiscated, including their houses. The sufferings caused by this
state of affairs brought about mass demonstrations; at first the government
defended the rights of the American corporation. As the protest spread more
and more, the state sent more and more police and military forces, causing
injuries and the death of a boy. After 5 months of fight, in April 2000, the
government was obliged to recede from the contract with Bechtel and to declare
the people’s right to water and go back to public management.
In the last few years, many municipalities have gone back to the previous
system. The French capital, the home of the two water giants Suez and Veolia,
also decided to take possession of public water again.

At the expiry of the

contract, at the end of 2009, Paris is going to return to a public management of
14
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the precious communal facility, in order to have, according to its mayor, “a

➔ Do something:

better service at a better price”. The Italian government, on the other hand, is
planning to go in the opposite direction. On 5 August 2008 the parliament
voted article 23 bis of the “decreto legge” number 112 of Minister Giulio
Tremonti. In Comma 1 it says that the management of the waterworks must be
placed under the rules “of capitalistic economy”, which means privatisation.
This decision ignored the research carried out by Attac Italia which, by
examining the situation of the Italian areas where water is already privatised has
concluded that “without distinction of the region or the administration of the
various municipalities, the privatisation of water has brought about an increase
of the tariffs, has made the jobs connected to waterworks insecure while the
quality of the service offered has decreased”.

The appropriation of charity
In July 2008 the American actor Brad Pitt sold the exclusive rights to the
publication of the reportage on the birth of his son for 11 million dollars to a
magazine which thus won the intellectual property of the report. The actor,
according to the television news, assigned the
money received to charity.

Another press

news item informs us that Douglas and Kris
Tompkins, owners of the North Face and
Patagonia clothing empires, bought several
million hectares of land in Patagonia to
transform them into a natural park, thus

Part of the 69,000 hectares of the Valle

preserving the ecological system, at the same Chacabuco Estancia bought by the Tompkinses
time compensating the “heavy” ecological impact of their firm, particularly with
regards to CO2 emissions.
“Whoever can do something, thanks to their position and power, should
take part in this initiative. They will discover that this can be very gratifying,
and that it is worth while to its last cent”.
followers.

The example has found some

The Tompkinses have as their neighbours Luciano and Carlo

Benetton, fashion tycoons, Sharon Stone, Christophe Lambert and Ted Turner,
the founder of the CNN TV channel, who became the biggest land owner in
Argentina in 2007; his aim was to take these lands away from speculation and
to manage them “in an ecological way”.
These and similar news items are a comfort, because these influential
people show how sensitive they are towards the needs of other less fortunate
Equomanual 5 – economic analysis

15

initiative on
water, p. 39.

people. The wealthiest men and women in the world (among the richest people
there are seven women) are tired of being associated with the idea of being
ruthless exploiters because of their disproportionate wealth and power.
At the top of the list there is Bill Gates, whose fortune amounted to 57
billion $ in 2007, according to the Forbes magazine. The wealthiest man in the
world is now as famous for his charity actions as for his software monopoly
through Microsoft. Together with his wife, Melinda Gates, he has been investing
money in the education system of his country for years, in order to improve
education in the United States. In 2008 he announced that he would retire from
Microsoft to devote himself to his humanitarian mission. For example, in 2005
he donated 250 million dollars to fight malaria. Another impressive piece of
news was that he donated a computer to each Mexican who would give up a
weapon. The most spectacular event was surely the fact that Bill Gates, together
with the man in second place in the Forbes list, his compatriot Warren Buffet
( 52 billion $ earned investing, through his Berkshire Hathaway, in companies
like American Express, Coca Cola, Gillette and Disney), are the two principal
donors of the Gates Foundation which aims at eliminating illnesses and poverty
in the countries which have a blocked development. With a donation of 31
billion dollars each, this foundation has become number one among the
donation foundations. According to American law, the Gates Foundation must
donate 5 per cent of its resources, which is not easy at all. “It is really difficult to
find associations which can receive a subsidy of ten million dollars and do
something good with it”, says one of their consultants. That is why ca. 500
people work in the administrative centre in Seattle.
Other tycoons do not want to be left behind: George Soros, entrepreneur,
a liberal politician, investor, philanthropist and American philosopher, assigned
a large part of his fortune to the Soros Foundation, to promote freedom and
business culture in the former communist countries. Nathaniel P. Myhrvold,
former advisor for Bill Gates’ Microsoft, nowadays organizes periodical seminars
in which he brings together the most brilliant minds from the most different
fields, in the hope that they will invent something that will solve the problems of
mankind.

His enterprise, called Intellectual Ventures, patents every possible

genial idea which may come out, immediately after every meeting.

This

happened for instance with the automatic battery run spectacles which, by
means of a small video camera which can read the picture on the retina, adjust
the focus of the lenses. Every year, about 500 ideas are submitted to the patent
office; last spring patents were granted for a value of 80 million $.
16
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In the last few years, a new class of super wealthy people has sprouted
up; it is composed of actors, footballers, managers and entrepreneurs. In the
United States, the ratio between the salary of top managers and the average
salary went from 27 to one in 1973, to 300 to one in the year 2000. Their
commitment in the charity field is laudable, but worrying at the same time. To
manage the sector of charity as individuals, these people do not follow the
suggestions of a democratically elected parliament or of the bodies which
guarantee impartial management. They have become monarchs of charity and
those claimants who cannot, for some reason or other, present a convincing
argument are not taken into consideration. The modern idea of a social service
based on the right to be assisted and of the person assisted to be treated with
dignity, risks being sacrificed because of the need to ingratiate oneself with the
foundations. The power of these foundations will oblige states and governments
to give in to the political implications, which is what has already happened with
the credits of the World Bank or the International Monetary Fund. Besides,
according to Action Aid, 47 per cent of the help donated to development does
not reach directly the people it is meant for. 25 per cent of the help (circa 19
billion dollars per year) is spent in consultancies or training and research. This
ratio is no better than in the case of public administration, but at least public
administration uses a communication network (offices, structures, experts,
consultants and international public relationships) which already exists and,
which is even more important, is based on a democratic principle.
Finally, it is the philanthropic tycoons themselves who provoke, through
the economic systems used and reinforced by their companies, injustice in
distribution at a world level. Microsoft holds one of the biggest monopolies on
knowledge. Its donations have therefore been compared to “the presents of drug
pedlars”. One member of the Brazilian government in 2004 denounced that
they were “ a Trojan horse, a way to ensure a critical mass of users which
enabled them to strangle the country”. George Soros also has another face, for
which he received the title of the “man who destroyed the Bank of England”. In
the Stock Market, this philanthropist is known as an unscrupulous speculator
who became rich through the least productive of all legal jobs. In 1992, one of
his speculations on the currency market, amounting to 10 billion $, compelled
the Bank of England to devaluate the sterling pound.
In the ancient towns, the Greek “poleis”, the support to the citizens who
had become poor was the duty of big land owners, not by law, but by moral,
ethical duty.

This concept, which was in force at the dawn of modern
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democracy, seems to have come back. However, the model of charity controlled
by the most affluent may keep in force a system of dependence. Even with the
best intentions, the humanitarian actions of the wealthiest are not an alternative
to the social security processes run by governments.

The interest conflict

renders their humanitarian commitment at most schizophrenic, or at least
dubious.

On the one hand these men and women support a system which

excludes the greatest part of the people on the earth from the opportunities of a
free market; on the other hand they spend the money earned through their
unjust activities to promote development and balance. Perhaps they themselves
are the victims of a system which by now cannot be controlled by anyone?
Could it be that the economic system with its dynamics of competition,
protection, appropriation, efficiency etc. obliges people to take part in a game
which perforce produces losers?

Could rationalization together with

globalisation have brought about unbalance, highlighting the fact that we cannot
go on like this? In that case, the appropriation of charity would be the most
drastic example of how the freemarket economy is tied, not so much to people
or enterprises, but to an economic culture which has triggered some mechanisms
which now run on their own and which are out of control and impregnable. It
can be modified only by initiating a different logic, which does not consider
profit as the realization of the self. Economy must be transformed through a
new spiritual approach.
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B) Biblical and Theological Perspectives
The Great White Chief
Sends us word from Washington.
That he wants to buy our land.
How can you buy or sell the sky, the warmth of the land?
The idea is strange to us.
If we do not own the freshness of the air
and sparkle of the water,
how can you buy them?
Every part of this earth is sacred to my people.
We know that the white man does not understand our ways.
One portion of land is the same to him as the next,
for he is a stranger who comes in the night
and takes from the land whatever he needs.
The earth is not his brother, but his enemy,
and when he has conquered it, he moves on.
(Chief Seattle in a letter to the U.S. president, Franklin, in 1885)
… for the land is mine, and ye be but strangers and sojourners with me.
Leviticus 25, 23b

When the CreutzfeldtJacob disease developed in the last years of the Twentieth
century, which brought about the socalled mad cow disease, 4 million cows
were killed as a preventative measure in Britain only, and in Germany two
million animals were burnt, while the certified cases of disease were only
181,946 all over Europe in October 2001. The cost of the destruction of the
animals was less than the cost of the tests to be carried out on each animal, so a
real holocaust was performed, sacrificing millions of cows to the god of
economic efficiency.

Alienation
I was brought up in the country and I could see the relationship between the
farmer and his cows. From its birth, the calf was looked after, brought up with a
bottle and vitamins. I remember the farmer sitting in a corner of the cowshed
with the small calf in his arms, as though he were a baby, feeding it with a big
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bottle. The first milking was carried out only after a lot of care, in order to
promote regular growth. All of the 20, 30 cows in the cowshed had a name and
most of them responded when they were called with that name. To kill a cow
made profit, but it also caused grief because it meant cutting off a relationship.
This relationship between the cow and the farmer was based upon the animal’s
rights. The farmer respected the animal’s life because of the relationship he had
with the animal.
But nowadays the globalised market obliges every small farm to use
modern mass production methods:
rationalized and mechanized.

the milking and care of the animals is

The animal, which used to be a partner in

production, has now become a battery object. Its right does not come from the
relationship, but from an abstract and consequently weak convention, which
does not work so much in favour of dignity, as in favour of the quality of the
product, be it milk, eggs or meat.
This example of alienation is typical of the serious consequences of a
concept of property disconnected from production. Just as the invention of
modern weapons which, by killing from a distance, free the killer from a
confrontation with his victim, so modern production methods free, or even
better deprive, the producer from his confrontation with the raw materials. This
means that those who produce jewels do not have to know about the criteria of
industrialized extraction in South Africa, or with the pollution of the Amazonian
rivers, caused by the highly toxic substances used in the digging process carried
out by “desperados”; those who sell bananas can ignore the chemical poisons to
which the Chiquita or Del Monte workers are exposed; those who offer
electricity on the liberalized market have no obligations towards the pollution to
which future generations will be exposed thanks to carbon or nuclear power
stations. The purchase and the contract seal the property; its value is measured
in money. Everything now can be translated into money. The language of money
has become the conventional language and it prevails on the language of
production, so much so that when one earns money the material part of the
product cannot be traced back. The Stock Exchange broker, for instance, does
nothing but speculate on the multiplication of money which, in most cases, is not
represented by a product. The earning is obtained through the speculations on
the currencies on the international market, or on insurance or on loans, which
means only on figures appearing on a monitor. This form of purchase of
property, which is accessible par excellence to the owners of large capitals, is
considered the most profitable, the one which multiplies figures with the highest
20
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coefficient. The concept of property in the free market form is thus alienated
from production so much as to be completely detached from it. Not only is it not
necessary to enter a relationship with the animal in the farm, to go back to the
example given earlier, but it is not even necessary to have a farm and to run the
risks of the investment. The alienation is so complete that the killing of four
million animals brings me a profit in my shares in the British cow market instead
of a loss.

The Revelation of John
In the Bible, this process of alienation is represented in the Revelation, in the
descriptions of the sun becoming dark, the stars falling from the sky and their
impact which opens craters; the craters give access to terrestrial abysses from
which swarms of locusts emerge and devour the resources of the earth.
And the fourth angel sounded, and a third of
the sun was smitten, and a third of the moon,
and a third of the stars; so that a third of them
was darkened, and a third of the day the light
did not shine, and likewise a third of the night.
And I beheld, and heard an eagle flying
through midheaven, saying with a loud voice,
Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabitants of the earth,
because of the blasts of the trumpets by the
other three angels, which are about to sound!
And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star
fall from heaven to the earth: and to him was
given the key to the bottomless pit. And he
Albrecht Duerer’s representation of the
angels playing the trumpets.

opened the bottomless pit; and there arose
smoke out of the pit, like the smoke of a great

furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by the smoke from the pit. And
there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and to them was given power,
as the scorpions of the earth have power.

Revelation 8:12 – 9:3

The descriptions of the Revelation are fantastic, like a dream, or rather a
nightmare. That is why Eugen Drewermann, a theologian and psychiatrist, has
analysed the texts with the same methods used for interpreting dreams.
Therefore we are not dealing with a text foreseeing the future, but rather with a
text which describes the difficulties encountered by a people or a person in order
to become a really human being, or, using biblical language, to realize the three
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maxims of life: faith, hope and love. The cosmic representations are only a
universal, archetypical language, the language of the soul to describe the process
of this painful transformation. The Revelation is true, not because the scenes
described will happen at a future date which has to be guessed, but that they
describe events which are already in progress and which always happen again in
the history of the progress of the soul encountered by each human being. The
fact that these processes inside ourselves are represented also in the reality
outside us is a consequence of the human power of expression. Drewermann
says:
The terrible truth of the Revelation, seen in the perspective of depth
psychology, is […] in the ample description of all those pains that a human
being must always carry on his shoulders every time he wants to escape from
the world of nonfreedom, idolatry and falsehood.
The text of the Revelation of John was written after the Romans conquered and
destroyed Jerusalem and its Temple, which was still an important reference
place for the Christians of the time. But also in other cities of the empire, there
was much hatred against this intolerant sect which did not tolerate any other
gods beside its God; the Christians were exposed to a first violent wave of
persecution. The members of the new church were deeply shocked and afraid.
Instead of ascending to heaven, “to meet the Lord in the air” (I Tess. 4,17), they
saw their brothers and sisters being tortured and they had to leave their houses
and families to escape persecution. Their expectations were unfulfilled and they
were deeply disappointed. The descriptions in the Revelation raise the tragedy
experienced by them to a cosmic level – stars, moon, sun – to make it part of the
ampler universal processes of transformation.
The sun is the main source of energy for life on the earth and is
considered the lamp of the earth. Its darkening means the possibility that the
eyesight might worsen. The stars are the instruments used to follow one’s route
on the sea and they shine in the sky so that people can raise their heads to the
“eternal silence of those spaces which terrifies me”, as Pascal said. Their
disappearance, their falling down means the loss of one’s bearings, of the
communal hope. These cosmic signals must be interpreted by the human soul as
instruments of orientation or sources of energy which disappear. The clarity of
political vision has disappeared; the hope to be able to live in harmony has
fallen down, the hope to be able to “reach the stars”, which means to better one’s
destiny, has collapsed. The consequence is dismay. It is as though an abysmal,
unknown, unconscious force were suddenly freed.
22

The photos of the man

Equomanual 5 – biblical and theological perspectives

surrounded by the swarm of locusts which have
devoured his field which has just been sown,
gives us a good idea of this force which has
been triggered.

A force is triggered which

destroys everything which can be consumed
and nothing can stop it, neither a stick or
reasoning.
Libido is an innate drive of human

Mauritania: the invasion of a swarm of
locusts during sowing period

beings. The first sign is the socalled oral phase, when the child puts everything
in its mouth, because the mouth is the main organ through which it perceives its
environment. Growing up, the human being learns to manage the impulses of
libido. The extreme crisis of the regulating cognitive development, described in
the biblical text through pictures of cosmic bewilderment, seems to cause a
regression of men and women to the level of children’s libido. Thus, the greatest
manifestation of their development is expressed by an organized and efficient
exploitation of the resources which the libido impulse renders unconditioned
and unstoppable. In other words, the loss of the world above brings about an
insane attachment to what is left: the world below. Without a reference outside
us, an extreme desire of life is installed in ourselves, which strikes human beings
like a “thorn in the flesh”, according to the apostle Paul (II Cor. 12,7) or, to
follow the language of the Revelation, like a scorpion whose poison transforms
life into a mortal disease.

Like the locusts which destroyed the field in

Mauritania, so the human being, because of its crisis of bearing, phagocytizes
everything which he can consume.

Incapable of keeping his libido under

control, he cannot stop its destructive impulse until there are no more fields to
swallow, crude oil to be extracted, water to drink or air to breathe, as the
Revelation also says (9,21): “And they did not repent of their murders, nor of
their sorceries, nor of their immorality, nor of their thefts.” Ronald Higgins, an
English diplomat, in his book The Seventh Enemy quotes the economist Barbara
Ward to describe this seventh and fundamental threat to human existence;
according to Ward, this threat is, like in the Revelation, moral blindness:
It is simply impossible to describe adequately the fearsome state of our
collective imagination, when it is considered normal to spend 300 billion
dollars for weapons and it is considered exceptional to spend 3 billion
dollars for water.
Once again we must ask the question: whose fault is it? Is it the governments
who pursue only the interest of keeping themselves in power? Is it those people
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who have a global responsibility, such as the president of the United States or
the general manager of WalMart, the multinational company with the highest
turnover in the world, is it the crude oil lobbies, or is it the manager of the
World Bank? (see Equomanual chapter 4, NonParticipated Democracy). Eugen
Drewermann comes to the right conclusions when he says that this insistence is
not so much due to the corruption of the human heart, as the inevitable
consequence of the impact of a global crisis on the weak human constitution.
Therefore, when in Rev.9,21 the idol worshippers, in spite of all the pains
inflicted on them, show that they are not capable of repentance and
conversion, this cannot be interpreted simply as a sign of their wickedness;
rather we have to agree with the Bible which sees in the “hardness of the
heart” a real tragedy, seeing in it the work of the devil, which cannot be
broken only with the help of human effort of understanding and change of
will. In order to escape the inferno of God’s absence, God should appear to
human beings not as a vindicator and judge; but until that happens there is
still a long way to go, and the pressure of sufferance alone, no matter how
terrible it may become, does not bring about any change in the desperation
of the soul.
The analysis of the few verses of the Revelation has shown that the loss of
orientation crisis, caused by the fall of the stars to which humanity looked up
(religion, politics, trade union fights, family happiness etc.) triggers an
irrepressible impulse to libidinous consumption.
hoarding of resources.

This is manifested in the

The extreme hoarding of goods carried out by

appropriating seeds, the genome and even ideas is nothing but a way to
guarantee one’s own consumption in the future. The libidinous force triggered
by the loss of hope, by desperation, cannot be stopped by a government’s decree,
an economic discussion or a moral appeal. At the end of the day a new heaven is
needed (Rev. 21,1). Above us, a heaven towards which we want to raise our
heads to receive illumination and guidance, new stars for orientation, a new
perspective for the route to sail during the night. We need an encounter with
God.

Ecumenism
Religion is called in. Not so much as a force to regulate social life or as a moral
institution, but as a laboratory of thought and action which experiments the
ways to get nearer to God. With what means does it respond?
One of the most common is ecumenism. The efforts that the various
24
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churches make towards unity, in the face of their diversities, are a wealth which
must be used to go beyond their own individual situation, to take into
consideration other different situations, which may sometimes even be hostile;
in order to gain knowledge, to develop better comprehension, to learn respect
and even to arrive at an attempt at collaboration.
In their past history, churches always felt they were charged with the task
of researching and proclaiming the truth. Not the truth typical of a certain
period of history, conditioned by culture, economy or politics, but THE truth,
universal and eternal. As God is by definition eternal and universal, churches
qualify themselves as agents of faith, and they claimed that they were the
holders of the universal truth. In other words, only one church could be the
holder of the absolute truth.

Consequently, each church built an enclosure

around its own declarations, and affirmed that anything to be found outside was
not in conformity with reality.
Many centuries had to elapse before churches could admit the existence
of several enclosures, and even longer for them to come into contact with one
another.

The ecumenical commitment of the churches is therefore very

significant. The dialogue could not be more difficult. But in spite of the fact
that the enthusiasm to be found at the beginning of the new century has come to
a halt, none of the historical churches wants to give up the ecumenical
commitment. A well established ecumenical theology has highlighted the close
connection between the biblical task and the communion of those charged with
it. Thus R. Higgins can use the term created in the ecclesiastic field to indicate
the perspective of overcoming the devastating moral blindness:
Maybe this respect, this sense of sharing the transcendental testimony could
become the basis of a new and radical ecumenism. In Greek, “oikumene”
means „the whole of the inhabited earth“ or „humanity“. In this original
sense, ecumenism is the most urgent priority task humanity has – the
reconciliation of the divisions not only of faith and ideology, but also of race,
sex, caste, class and culture; to surmount all the walls of separation and
reciprocal oppression.
Ecumenism as a commitment of neighbourhood and respect among different
people is opposed to the tendency to take possession of creation. Knowing the
other and recognising his right and his autonomy next to mine does not allow
me to accumulate privately to the detriment of the community. The logic of
togetherness acts as a barrier against the concept of “I only”.

To reconcile

divisions without arriving at homologation requires a mentality that goes beyond
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mere concentration on the self.

Interdependence
Martin Luther King, the minister who was an activist for human rights in the
USA in the sixties of the last century, went beyond the ecumenical idea. Not
only does life need an ecumenical connection, but the structures of creation are
such that all the elements are interdependent. In his Christmas sermon of 1967,
King summarised this idea:
Now let me suggest first that if we are to have peace on earth, our loyalties
must become ecumenical rather than sectional. Our loyalties must transcend
our race, our tribe, our class, and our nation; and this means we must
develop a world perspective. No individual can live alone; no nation can live
alone, and as long as we try, the more we are going to have war in this
world. Now the judgement of God is upon us, and we must either learn to
live together as brothers or we are all going to perish together as fools. [...]
It really boils down to this: that all life is interrelated. We are all caught in
an inescapable network of mutuality, tied into a single garment of destiny.
Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly. We are made to live
together because of the interrelated structure of reality.
Not only must we become conscious of the existence of others, but without their
collaboration our existence itself cannot develop. This thought becomes more
plastic when we consider the biological development of the human species.
The human being is the fruit of a long sequence of genetic modifications
of the species.

From the first forms of life 3.4 billion years ago to the

development of homo sapiens, only 6 million years ago, the laws of evolution
allowed the birth of our species next to millions of other species. We are related
to the primordial elements and to their evolution. We are not at all the only
inhabitants of this planet, but for example we share most part of our genetics
with the species which is the nearest to us, the chimpanzee. What makes us
human beings is only 2% of our genome, everything else is the same as our
relative, the ape. The common basis establishes a common destiny: for example
the vulnerability of our lives or the continuum of evolution processes, or in the
sharing of feelings which, in us as in other animals, is placed in the same part of
the brain.
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The history of creation
The specific feature of homo sapiens seems to be his reasoning ability. This
ability enables him to reflect on his existence and provokes questions concerning
his relationship with the surrounding environment. In very recent times, a few
millennia ago, human reflection composed stories concerning its relationship
with the environment in which it found itself. Cosmogonies, creation myths,
want to explain the relationship between the human being and the rest, and
what are the reasons for his peculiarity.

They give answers to the eternal

questions of our species: why do we seem to be the only ones with rational
abilities;

where do we come from and where are we going;

what is our

relationship with nature, why do we always have to choose between different
decision options; why is there attraction between men and women?
The Bible also has two stories of creation which
were composed 400 years from each other. The older,
which begins with Genesis 2,4b dates back to the
beginning of the IX century and shows how the human
being is completely defined by its relationship with the
surrounding environment. But in this relationship, first
with the flora and then also with the fauna, the human
being cannot find satisfaction. Then God divides it from
the original earthy creature (Gen 2,7) and two creatures
come out of it, man and woman (Gen 2.22), who are
identical copies, with the exception of the rib. Being the
same and yet different, they recognise each other and Creation of the Human Being,
feel attracted to each other because of their diversity.

by Marc Chagall. Detail.

Maybe no biblical passage shows better how much culture and the
historical situation condition the different theologies and also the interpretation
of the biblical texts.

For centuries the exegesis of the Hebrew texts has

disregarded an accurate translation of the different words used to describe the
human being (neuter), and man and woman when they are sexed creatures. At
the beginning of vv. 2,722 of Genesis, the text speaks of the human being as
adam which, because of its root adamah, “earth”, could be translated as
“creature taken from the earth”. Only after the division of the creature in v.22
are the words ish, “man” and isha, “woman”, introduced. The text, read like
this, shows how the apex of satisfaction is expressed in having found a possible
relational vocation of the earthy creature.

This is not a relationship of

subordination, as exegesis stated for centuries, because man was created first
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and woman was placed next to him as a help. The relational satisfaction comes
rather from the attraction that diversity exercises on two independent entities
who, sharing the same primary matter (flesh) are strangely interdependent. The
feminist theologian Maria Teresa Porcile Santiso thus summarised this concept:
In this relationship of reciprocal intimacy and alliance, interchange and
personal relationship originate, which make it possible to call the other and
to call the self. For the first time the human being is distinguished from its
mode of being: it is the same “human being” but in two different modes of
“human being”. Up to now we have seen it different from the vegetal and
animal world and especially different from God; now a very important
discovery takes place: the human being is different in itself: what was a
human being (adam) is now called man (ish); when he sees in front of him
a woman (isha), he recognises the intimate kinship, the common origin with
her. Up to that moment, the human being had been an anonymity towards
itself, incapable of calling, recognising and identifying itself. But now, in
front of the other being, the same and different, selfidentification is aroused;
thus, starting from the recognition of the difference, the relationship Iyou is
started, which is the basis of all the other relationships.
As we can see, in the biblical text nothing could be further away from justifying
a supremacy of man over woman, which even today is deduced from this and
other passages. It is rather a first explanation of the attraction between woman
and man and in general between what is similar and different at the same time.
Another voice of feminist exegesis, Phyllis Trible gave a new meaning to Genesis:
According to this poem, man does not perceive himself as a priority or as
superior to woman. The sexual identity of man depends on woman just as
the identity of woman depends on man. For both of them, sexuality finds
its origin in that one flesh of humanity.
The thesis of this ancient biblical myth seems to express the following thought:
“You two are complementary, because you were made of the same matter, the
earth, and conceived in an almost identical project. This guarantees that you
can relate with each other and communicate satisfactorily. The modification of
the original product, due to the dissatisfaction of the creature which was still
united, has introduced a minimal difference, a rib, to guarantee interest,
curiosity and attraction. Therefore woman and man are complementary,
without ever managing to merge completely into one being”.
If we include in the category of “equal but different” also the Christian
churches, the religions present in the world, the ethnic groups, the peoples and
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the nations, the concept of interdependence grows in its implications. If we then
extend the concept of “difference in what is similar” also to human beings and
chimpanzees, and from them also to all the other elements of the creation, the
network of relationships created is very important. Because interdependence
means respect, consideration and care. We only have to bear in mind the global
damage cause by climatic change to realise that. Not only does mankind bear
the consequences, but also the flora and fauna. Even if humanity found ways to
protect itself, it would not be able to continue its life in the absence of the flora
and fauna. The same interdependence dynamics are found in the distribution of
resources. The desperation created by extreme accumulation and privatisation
gives vent to worse and worse violence. A violence which first of all goes against
those who cannot protect themselves, withdraw or counterattack; but does not
spare even those who can withdraw into their villas surrounded by barbed wire
and armed guards. Interdependence means to depend on one another. To care
for the welfare of others also produces a better quality of my own life. Martin
Luther King says this with words rich in meaning:
It is rather disconcerting to think that I can never be what I ought to be until
you are what you ought to be. And you can never be what you ought to be,
until I am what I ought to be. We are tied together in a single process.
At the end of these considerations let us go back to the original question. Are
these the ways with which religion responds to the desperation of the peoples?
Are these ways enough? Is recognising the interdependence of creation enough
to change the new free market economics in process? Is the ecumenical appeal
enough to stop the libido impulse triggered by the crisis? Does the awareness of
the relativity of our species not cause a deep anguish?

And is this very

existential anguish not the trigger of all the protection measures in our lives, the
tendencies to hoard and store away?

Eugen Drewermann and the overcoming of human anguish
After studying the problem from the point of view of philosophy, theology and
psychoanalysis, Eugen Drewermann came to the conclusion that the task of
religion is to stop the spiral of anguish which keeps the human being in chains.
The fundamental human anguish is based on the realization that the
human being is not “at all necessary” for the universe where it lives. Because of
this anguish we cling to every rock, house or other concrete element as though it
could be our safety anchor, as though it could testify that our role is
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fundamental and that the world cannot do without us.
The tendency to extreme accumulation of goods is a
symptom of the great fear breathing down our necks.
Fear makes us vulnerable and this weakness must be
protected by means of possessions, insurances, our bank
accounts and stock and shares. We can all see that the
western

response

to

this

anguish

is

shopping.

Advertising suggests that for each life crisis there is
something that we can buy which will remedy our need.
The Scream by Edvard Munch
who comments on the painting
with a personal experience of
his: “Tongues of flame like
blood covered the blackblue
fiord and the city. My friends
continued walking – and I was
left trembling in fear. And I felt
an immense, infinite scream
crossing nature.”

Thus after the breaking up of an engagement we feel
satisfied if we buy a new mobile phone;

the best

solution to the continuous fights in our family is to buy
an extra strong detergent for the floors.

The human

being builds weapons to fight the fear of being
annihilated; against the fear of starving it hoards food
at the cost of depriving others and against the fear of

getting old it consumes beauty creams, drugs and it resorts to plastic surgery.
Sadly it is evident that these protection measures do not bring a solution, but
they only repress fear temporarily and make it reappear more intensely and
more globally than before.

In short, the inadequate reaction to fear drives

people out of their minds. Eugen Drewermann explains it thus:
The tragedy of human existence is always again rooted in clinging to other
human beings or things for fear of one’s own irrelevance, as though they
could substitute God as the supporting base under the abyss of the creation.
Only for fear of all the things in the world they start to move the creator of
all the things in the world out of the centre; and the more a human being
loses sight of God, the more, in its fear, it becomes dependent on all the
surrounding things, which, being abysmally irrelevant only increase its
distance from God, who is absolutely other.
The biblical answer to fear is not faith, at least not in the terms which make us
think of discipline and responsibility, rules or dogmas. The biblical answer to
human anguish is confidence. The conditioned reflexes of purchase, insurance
and provisioning can only be overcome through confidence. Not the magical
kind of confidence which believes that everything will be all right if you recite
such and such a prayer or if you support such and such an action or follow such
and such a master. It is the confidence of being able to get to the other side of
our fears by trusting the positive experience of a person who has been able to
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come out of the vicious circle of fear. Rather than reacting to fear by hoarding
and threatening the existence of others, he felt a confidence which went beyond
the danger of annihilation. The New Testament message on Jesus is that he
confronted the fundamental threats of life, such as poverty, isolation,
incomprehension and open hostility with the confidence that there is a
welcoming reality beyond these immediate manifestations.

This reality

manifests itself as divine, because it is capable of overcoming the laws, or rather,
to get to the bottom of the dynamics which regulate creation. For Jesus, the
threats to life are a misunderstanding visàvis the structures of eternity with
which life is conceived. The real risk, therefore, is not to be able to overcome
one’s own fears and to remain trapped in a situation which does not allow us to
accomplish our life to the full; in other words to give in to human anguish and
enter this logic of accumulation and security by means of private property. Men
and women, instead, go toward liberation when they place their anguish on a
structure of life which is benevolent to them. The divine reality is interested in
those who conceive themselves as “not at all necessary”. The manifestation and
preaching of Jesus, like the stories of the creation in the First Testament, say that
“it is not necessary that you exist, but you must exist, because in the background
there is a power that wants you to exist, that would in fact have missed you if you
had not existed.”
This is the function of religion: to be the basis on which the human being
can find confidence. And this is also the intimate message from the first to the
last of the books in the biblical canon. The story of creation starts with a human
being who is deprived, lost, incomplete and perplexed, and who will become
whole only with the meeting of the other one; thus it wants to teach us that life
is structured in such a way that only by building relationships of confidence can
we live by the laws of interdependence. When the last book in the bible says
that God unleashes curses upon the earth and his angels cause earthquakes and
arouse monsters, this is to assure us that even chaos is not in the hands of a
winning antagonist god, but under the guidance and direction of a God who, in
the whole of the Bible, always manifests himself as a God who cares for human
beings, knows and loves them. The march of liberation that every man and
every woman must accomplish in order to become independent of external
powers (all the authorities symbolised, for instance, by the pharaoh) and
internal powers (loss of ideals and reference values, symbolized by the fall of the
stars) and of the anguish, is hard work which must be learnt by overcoming
difficulties. The Bible represents all the phases which must be gone through by
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an individual or a collective organism, in its stories from the Exodus through the
event of Jesus to the sufferings described in the Revelation of John. Each of
these is crowned by a fullness of life, described as the land of milk and honey, or
simply as the resurrection, or like the new Jerusalem which descends from heaven.
In each of these routes the Jewish people, or Jesus, or the humans reach their
goal through a confidence which is not effaced by external aggression, but can
go beyond life conceived in terms of mere economical dimensions to bring about
the transformations of a divine reality.
This liberation process along the road of confidence is indispensable to
interrupt the aggression of accumulation which conditions human behaviour. In
a sense, only through the process of confidence beyond appearance can the
human being really reach itself. Then, centred in itself and in the profound
dynamics which rule its life, the human being does not need false life saving
anchors for its security. Eugen Drewermann confirms this:
Only a person who feels sufficiently strong, wise and rich can do what
is right. “when strength is not enough hypocrisy rises, when wisdom
is not enough deceit rises, when wealth is not enough brigandage
rises”. (ChuangTzu, The true book of NanHua XXV). Using the
language of modern psychology we can say that only in the presence
of anguish is man obliged to be insincere, to deceive himself and alter
his existence;

a lack of self

knowledge

and the consequent

unconsciousness trigger an unending double game and provoke a
division inside the person. Consequently, a feeling of impotence and
inferiority arises, which brings about violence towards self and others
…

Conclusions
Intellectual property in its new free market conception is an extension of the
concept of private property, which accentuates the unequal distribution of the
world’s resources.

The already dangerous concept of private property is

perverted by the possibility of becoming the owners of commercial rights on
forms of life, including the human being, and their future. In this conception,
the intellectual property is part of the manifestations of protection of life which
are guaranteed by money, insurance and property.
The biblical texts represent a provocation which does not stop at the mere
conceivable reality, but considers the spiritual universe as relevant to the
management of life.
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In these texts, the logic of accumulation is repeatedly
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represented as incapable of guaranteeing security, whereas it only temporarily
represses the great potential of anguish to which the human being is exposed.
The spiritual reality allows us to find the basis on which to build confidence.
This confidence is not undermined by aggression to the person nor by cosmic
disasters, but as it is fed by the benevolent divine care for us, transcends mere
material conditions. The first task of the churches is to arouse this confidence.
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C) Alternatives
The first three voices of an alternative thought come from the world of
informatics.

A real opposition against the appropriation of “artificial

intelligence” has started, in favour of the freedom to share knowledge, so much
so that its conquests today are at the basis of many of the most important
projects of data and knowledge sharing in the world, from agriculture to art,
from genetic banks to Wikipedia.

O

pen source, or free software, are the names of the movements which try
to oppose the exclusive property of knowledge in informatics.

The

Microsoft Windows system, like most of the other proprietary softwares, protects
the programs by rendering their source codes inaccessible, which alter its
functionality.
➔ Do something::

interact with
our blog
www.equoman
uale.org

Thanks to this near monopoly in this sector, the software

packages can be sold at a high price and, just like the seeds which are rendered
sterile by treatment with an exterminating gene, they have to be bought again
every time a new version comes out. Considering that the client is not allowed to
know and alter the source codes of the program, buying the software looks more
like renting it rather than purchasing it. The open source is a community of
informatics experts who write the programs and make them compatible for
distribution, but also of users who contribute to the communal effort by writing
the guides to the programs, taking an active part in the forums with solutions for
beginners, suggesting possible improvements, translating the programs into
other languages and much more. The philosophy of wanting to work for the
freedom of the software can be summarized in four criteria (the informatics
minds can be recognized behind the particular feature of the numeration):
0) Freedom to use the program for any aim.
1) Freedom to study the way the program works and to adapt it to one’s
requirements.
2) Freedom to redistribute copies of it.
3) Freedom to improve the program and to divulge the improvements to the
public so that the whole community can take advantage of it. 1
1 There are many problems and fears connected to a project that is so open as to turn the
property of knowledge upside down. While interest in the product is spreading rapidly, the
right philosophy does not always go with it. The community of the “hackers” is divided.
Some, like one of its founders, Robert Stallman, fears that the business world might corrupt
the original philosophy of free sharing, but there are others who foresee that when great
distribution can access it, this will be the decisive event for the open source community: “In
spite of these challenges, I can foresee the victory of open source. Linux has become a test
instrument for informatics students who, once they have graduated, will take those
instruments into their jobs. Many research labs have adopted the open source model because
information sharing is vital for the scientific method, and open source enables easy sharing of
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NU/Linux  the system was created at first in 1991 as a hobby by Linus
Torvalds at the University of Helsinki; the kernel was integrated into the

GNU system of Robert Stallman.

GNU/Linux was created using the Open

Software criteria; since its creation it has been the operative starting platform
on which the various distributors, known as Red Hat, Mandriva, Novell/Suse,
Ubuntu, have assembled software packages of the same kind for desktop
computers. These operative systems can access thousands of software programs
based on GNU/Linux; they are becoming more and more popular because they
allow users to escape from the jaws of the Microsoft monopoly, to have better
quality programs or simply to save on costs. The Brazilian government, where
one copy of Office cost the equivalent of 60 sacks of soy beans in 2005, has
transferred all its public administration, schools included, to GNU/Linux; its
programme to teach informatics, which is aimed at 80% of the population which
does not have access to informatics today, is based on open software.  A few
years ago news spread that Microsoft had refused to bargain over the price of its
operative system with the municipality of Munich in Germany.
After having renewed the version for the nth time, the municipality
became tired of the useless costs in its budget and transferred all
its systems to GNU/Linux.  Are these not the examples to be
The penguin,
unofficial logo
of the Linux
systems.

followed in our small or large church offices?

The immediate

benefit of saving money is minimal if compared to what we would
gain spiritually. It is a question of supporting a sharing mentality,
a new development model and not only words and meditation.

Without choosing to do this, our support is directed at a multinational company
which has one of the fiercest conceptions of intellectual property restraint, which
has waged war on the open source community for a long time. Robert Stallman,
who compiled the first copyleft licence, GNU General Public Licence (see below),
thus expresses his preoccupation:
It is a relief and a joy when I see a regiment of hackers who dig trenches to
defend their border and when I realize that this town can survive; for the
software. The business world is adopting the open source model because it enables groups of
companies to collaborate to the solution of a problem without the threat of an antitrust
lawsuit and for the impulse it receives when the public contributions to programming make it
possible to have free improvements to the software. A few large companies have adopted
open source as a strategy to fight and avoid the birth of another Microsoft which might
dominate the informatics sector. But the best indications for the future of open source come
from its past: in a few years we have built a robust corpus of software, starting from nothing,;
a software which can solve many different problems and which is now approaching the
number of one million users. There is no reason for slowing down the rush now. BRUCE
PERENS, the developer of Debian of Linux. In: MEDRI, DANIELE, Linux facile, Edizioni
Trademedia, Cinisello Balsamo, 2000, pp.57 f.
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➔ Do something:

equoinitiative
n° 5

time being. But the dangers become greater every year and now Microsoft is
openly targeting our community. We cannot take the future of freedom for
granted! If you want to keep your freedom you must be ready to defend it.
The equomanuals are also written on GNU/ Linux systems and distributed in an
open format. That is why you can unload them freely from the net, print them
and distribute them for free (only for free!) and interact with us the authors for
alterations and integrations.

C

opyleft – The knowledge of the open source community, therefore, is not
tied by patents.

The programs are not protected by copyright.

The

royalties and copyright mentality have been substituted by the philosophy of the
author’s permission and copyleft. Richard Stallman, founder of the GNU project
in 1983 and of the Free Software Foundation explains:
The idea of the author’s permission consists in authorizing anybody to use,
copy, alter and distribute the program also in altered versions, but without
allowing anybody to add any restriction. This way, the essential freedoms
which are typical of “free software” are guaranteed to anybody who has a
copy of it and become inalienable rights.
The author’s permission shows the users that the work can be used, given out
and often also altered freely and gratis with the sole condition that the altered
version be released again under the same licence.
This definition does not exclude trade. The abovementioned open source
businesses earn money through the services they offer together with the free
programs they provide: installation, servicing and courses for employees.
On the one hand the copyleft system guarantees the collaboration of a
vast number of experts and keen users for a product which is put together by
different forces (this favours quality;

anybody who works with GNU/Linux

states that the quality is much better than in the proprietary software). On the
other hand, it will not be possible to build a monopoly of service on a free
product. In other words, the concept of copyleft renders it possible to keep the
market really free and accessible.

C

AMBIA is an initiative which is inspired by the open source logic on
software. It has created four instruments to favour the spirit of scientific

collaboration and to make it possible for poorer communities to choose their
methods to guarantee the security of food, health and the management of
natural resources.
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(1) The first instrument is the Biological Open Source (BIOS) licence. This is a
licence for the “communal and protected” intellectual biological property.
Technology, both free and protected, is freely accessible and improvable.
(2) The lenses of the patents are a series of instruments to make it easier to
orientate oneself in the complex world of patents and to make the rules
more transparent in order to promote freedom to cooperate.
(3) BioForge is the prototype of a portal to preserve some protected
technologies.

BioForge is accessible to all those who accept to keep

technologies free for them to be shared, improved and used in creating
new inventions.
(4) The materials of

“CAMBIA” are molecular technologies developed by

“CAMBIA” with particular attention to their use by poorer communities,

I

for instance in agriculture or public health.
nternational Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture
– In November 2001, in order to contrast the frenzy to win the property of an

element of the food chain, a treaty was approved which should guarantee the
free (or almost free) access to all the genetic plant resources that it contained.
After seven and a half years of discussion, 113 countries have accepted to take
part in a new form of sharing of genetic resources for scopes of research,
cultivation, conservation and experimentation. The chemical, pharmaceutical
and/or other industrial uses which do not aim at research or production of food
are excluded. No matter how big or small the quantity of genome that each of
the subscribers contributes, this agreement enables them to have free access to
all the materials of the other members.
This sharing is particularly significant in a market which is becoming
more and more interdependent. According to FAO research, only four crops –
rice, wheat, sugar and maize – provide 60% of the vegetal calories consumed all
over the world. None of these species in all their many variations is genetically
independent. In other words, only through various crossings has Italian rice
adapted to respond in an ideal way to the climatic conditions of the Po valley.
The cultivar of wheat, Sonalika, to mention another species which is cultivated
on over 6 million hectares, has in its genealogical tree more than 50 features
which derive from other genomes. India, the country with the largest presence
of species of rice, uses 3917 cultivars of which 2358 were borrowed from other
growers. This process of selection and cultivation, carried on by farmers all over
the world for generations, guarantees species which, for example, survive pests,
overcome droughts, are resistant to wind, have a particular taste, a high nutritive
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value and so forth. Without access to other genomes and without the crossing
performed by man, Darwin had forecast the extinction of important species. By
adopting this new system, called also “multilateral system of sharing access and
benefits” (MLS),
the global community says very clearly that the attempts to create and
exploit the incentives of the market to face conservation and development
problems […] will not take us where we must be. The rights to intellectual
property and the severe checks on genetic resources by bilateral regulations
do not offer the kind of results which we had hoped to achieve.
This is the point of view expressed in an interesting book on international issues
published by the Quaker Church. Geoff Tansey and Rasmin Rajotte give voice to
the worries of the church as regards justice, the prevention of wars and the
environment. One of the churches which from the very beginning has been
committed to the issues of justice and globalisation, once again is showing that
churches are among the centres which care and take sides and action against
new market policies.

A

ccess to medicine, is a list of pharmaceutical companies which places
them in order according to how correct they are on an ethical basis; it is

organized by the Dutch foundation of the same name. The index judges the
companies according to eight parameters which assess the effort to supply drugs,
vaccinations and diagnostic kits to countries, including those with a low income.
At the top of the list there are the British company Glaxo Smith Kline and the
Danish company Novo Nordisk. The Israeli company Teva and the American
company ScheringPlough are at the bottom of the list. The list can be used for
ethical consumption of medicines, but even more, it will suggest to investors
where they should invest.
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D) Do something

L

et's make it illegal. A campaign to make it illegal to advertise bottled
water. Rocchetta/Uliveto only spent 45 million Euros in

2006 for advertising. But also Nestlé and San Benedetto are
being targeted by the campaign which is accusing the
companies of having induced in consumers a need which was
already satisfied by tap water. Unfair competition (the total
expense for bottled water is 379 million Euros in comparison
with 0 Euros for tap water) gives discredit to tap water and
promotes the appropriation of this important public facility. Sign the appeal,
which can be found on the site: www.altreconomia.it/acqua/

P

ublish electronic documents in at least one open format. The owned
software is afraid of the competition of free software and therefore is not

interested in favouring the compatibility of its documents with those of the open
source. In other words, a document saved with Microsoft Office loses some of its
features including formatting when it is open by an open source program.
Publishing documents to be shared in an open format, for instance in .rtf or .pdf,
supports the responsible consumption of software. The province of Pisa, which
transferred its complete electronic administration to GNU/Linux, has created a
converting device which transforms the documents from the proprietary formats
into the free formats of the open source. The doctransformer can be unloaded
for free from the site: http://opensource.provincia.pisa.it .

R

efuse unethical sponsors. With the concentration of capital into big
banks, industries and multinational

companies, the accounts of public funds, of
associations and private citizens are dried
up. Those who deal with culture or welfare

The sponsors of the Beijing Olympic
Games brought to the International
Olympic Committee (CIO) $ 1.2
billion, (866 million of which came

services and even public offices must now

from McDonalds, Lenovo and Visa).

resort to sponsors to obtain the funds that

The CIO has the intellectual property

they need. These sponsors are often ready

on the slogan “It is the best way to

to offer funds in exchange for their logo on

make a trade mark known”. Also

the posters and some other possibility of

some TV stations believed in it; NBC

advertising. Apart from the fiscal benefits

(USA) gave $ 894 million for the

obtained by donations, the sponsors can

rights visàvis $ 1.1 billion proceeds

thus connect their names with unblameable

for advertising.

cultural events and efface their image of financiers of arm dealers, of exploiters
of child labour or of state property embezzlers.
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deductions is little in comparison with the advantage that their image receives.
But those who do not respect the right to free cooperation in knowledge, those
who pollute the environment and those who exploit the resources thinking only
about their profits are not entitled to build themselves a new image by exploiting
a public institution or a small church. The municipality of Rome has organized
an Ethics Committee which advises its managers as regards the choice of
sponsors.

T

ake part in Peace Boards. There is a commission for peace in many
regions in Italy; associations, town councils, churches and individuals can

take part. A National Commission of Local Councils for peace and human rights
was created in 1986. It is well known because it organizes the PerugiaAssisi
Peace March, but it also works for peace education in schools, the development
of international solidarity activities and projects of decentralized cooperation, in
the UNO of the Peoples organization for peace in the Middle East, in the Balkans
and the Mediterranean area. This Peace Board is present in many towns in Italy
and wishes to receive your support and collaboration.

B

rowse around in fairs and functions dedicated to responsible
consumption. In many Italian towns, councils and organizations which

care for free cooperation and the sharing of information and knowledge,
organize events in which an alternative economy is introduced and becomes part
of a network.

A newcomer will be surprised by the various fields in which

responsible trade is represented:

from tourism to gastronomy, from ethical

finance to free software, from plumbing to press, from the production of
detergents to the tobacco industry, from organic agriculture to fair trade, from
energy companies to ethical diamonds: there is a wide variety of ethical offers.
The request to buy only from those who are responsible and dependable has
produced a great number of companies which do not appear on TV
advertisements, but (perhaps because of this) they are vivacious, young and
attractive. A list of events can be found only on the site of the largest Italian fair
of this kind, Fà la cosa giusta:
http://falacosagiusta.org/eventi_speciali/calendario_eventi.php

C

hoose baptism only as an adult. Baptist churches in Italy consider
baptism as the expression of a choice of faith. The freedom of this choice

must be defended as a precious value to set one’s life with conscience. Only a
free and conscious choice can guarantee respect for other people’s plurality and
rights. Many Baptist churches instruct children and teenagers in the Christian
faith, but they also promote active relationships and exchanges with other
40
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Christian confessions and with other religions. These churches are convinced of
the importance of a secular state, and have been committed to a campaign to
transform Religious Education in schools into an impartial education on religions
of the world. The richness and depth of the spirit and of theological science
does not tolerate confessional cages; it grows through an exchange of ideas.
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E) Material
Books

➔

Globalisation and Environment Commission of the Federation of the
Evangelical Churches in Italy, Water, gift and responsibility.
themselves, 2002.

Printed by

It is an excellent collection of small contributions by

scientists and theologians on the subject, which is treated in its
environmental, consumerist, geological and spiritual aspects in the world and
in Italy.
➔

Francesco Gesualdi, Il mercante d'acqua, Feltrinelli, Milano, 2007.  This is a
fiction book by an author who is well known for his handbooks on critical
consumption and his commitment to the New Model Centre of Development.
The book, which is for teenagers, tells the story of Sergio who, having landed
on an island, lives all the stages of the development which leads to the new
free market society, from which one can escape only by a communal effort.

➔

Erika Lombardi e Grazia Naletto, Comunità partecipate, guida alle buone
pratiche locali, manifestolibri, Roma, 2006  This is a very good description
of good practices in the fields of democracy, of rights and citizenship (Ch.1),
of welfare and public services (Ch.2), of policies for a different economy
(Ch.4), of environmental sustainability (Ch.5), and of peace, international
solidarity and human rights (Ch.6). The book gives information on practical
possibilities, it offers some examples of where they are put into practice and
gives information for contacts and more details.

➔

Andrea Poggio, Vivi con stile, Terre di mezzo, Milano, 2007 – A 170 page
guide on what you can change in your house, car, school and office to live in
a sustainable way. The book also includes 150 practical tips, indicating the
degree of ease or difficulty involved to put them into practice and how high
their incidence is on a low environmental impact lifestyle.

Film

➔

The Corporation, a film by Mark Achbar, Hennifer Abbott & Joel Bakan,
Canada, 2003.  This documentary film shows how the multinational
corporations came to acquire so much power and what the consequences are.
It also lets the managers of the multinational companies have their say.

wwweb

➔

www.associazione31ottobre.it  The 31 October Association was created by
some Evangelical churches in Italy to watch over how secular state schools
are and in particular it fights against the public funding of the confessional
teaching of Catholicism. The site includes a “vademecum for the use of
students (and parents) who do not want the teaching of the catholic religion
(IRC) in schools and who want to defend the secularism of state schools
against any form of interference from civil and religious authorities”.
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➔

www.acquabenecomune.org  This site contains a lot of information
about the exploitation of water as a resource. Videos and audio literature
also available.

➔

www.contrattoacqua.it  This site informs the public about the subject of
water as a public resource, as a right belonging to everybody, excluding
privatisation.

The site offers important documents such as the

International Manifesto on Water or its national equivalent,

but also

online training courses and literature for studying the subject.
➔

Video news on water consumption in Italy, provided by Laura C.:
htpp://www.tg2.rai.it/default.asp?id_n=5854&id_c=17. One minute of
news with some alarming data on how Italians can consume 6,500 litres
per person per day.

Confession of faith
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Our pact for life
In response to a God who makes us free and who made a pact for life with
the whole creation, we proclaim the following pact for all life created by God.
God of life,
You are our God
Who frees us
From every system of oppression, exclusion and exploitation.
1. We shall not make Mammon our god by accumulating power and wealth.
2. We shall not build ourselves idols by venerating the efficiency of our
successes.
3. We shall not make wrong use of the name of the Lord, our God, by calling
the accumulation of wealth and its defence by war a just Christian policy.
4. We shall abide by the Sabbath, because we shall not exploit human work
and we shall not destroy the earth, our mother.
5. We shall do all that we can to promote solidarity between generations,
not only by ensuring a decorous life for old people, but also by avoiding
putting a heavy burden on the shoulders of future generations and not
leaving them a legacy of debts.
6. We shall not kill by excluding from the economy those who do not have
any private possessions or cannot sell their services on the market.
7. We shall not tolerate the commercialisation and the sexual exploitation of
women and children.
8. We shall not tolerate the various thefts perpetrated by the protagonists of
economy and finance.
9. We shall not take advantage of the legal system for our personal profit,
but we shall promote the economic, social and cultural rights of all the
people.
10.We shall not be greedy and hoard without limits, depriving our
neighbours of their production means and of their earnings, so that
everybody may live with dignity on God’s rich and beautiful earth.
Declaration of faith of the Reformed Churches of the southern hemisphere
(Asia, Africa, The Caribbeans, the the Pacific and South America), Buenos Aires, 26 April 2003

Poems
Freed for love and the word – God’s companion
And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle,
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Liturgical
material

and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male
and female created he them. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be
fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it.
Genesis 1, 2628a
And God desired to create the human being,
A visible image of his ruling on earth.
He did not want him as a slave without an ego,
But free,
Not like a puppet,
But like a companion with whom he could make an agreement.
And God gave the human being
Intelligence and an autonomous will,
Imagination and emotions,
Self confidence and energy,
And the capacity to love.
And God allowed humanity to evolve
For millions of years.
From the low steps
The human creature rose
With a more evolved brain
And a woken consciousness.
And God allowed human beings to grow
In the darkness of impenetrable prehistory
From premen and prewomen, from human proapes,
From the human beings who walked erect.
From primordial forests, from the jungle they came
And they advanced in the savannahs,
In the open regions,
With the first instruments and their primitive weapons.
They lived in groups – one for the other,
And they protected and helped one another.
Thus the human being became an image of God.
And God gave it as a gift
The capacity to form sounds and construct words,
Invent concepts and give names,
In order to be able to analyse its experiences.
Equomanual 5 – material
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And God gave the human beings, as a gift,
The capacity to communicate,
To listen to the others and to understand them.
Thus God created the human being
As an open creature capable of evolving
In the community,
Endowed with the capacity to observe nature,
To understand its laws
And use them.
And the human being became a companion of God
Free for a life of responsibility,
Created to imagine God’s greatness and love,
To hear his voice,
And recognize him in faith.
Gerhard Fischer
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✂tagliare come pro memoria

Commit yourself in favour of economic justice

Do something!

Equoinitiative No.5
Do you have a computer? Do you have a text processing program such as Word
by Microsoft Office, for instance? Do you want to stop supporting the software
which obliges you to choose between continuous expensive updating and
illegality? Enough of a regime which exploits intellectual property to create a
monopoly on the market!
Then migrate towards free software. Free software shares its knowledge
and is a concrete step towards the plurality of information. It is developed on
the basis of sharing and cooperation instead of competition, and it unites
programmers, creating producers and users who work in a real network of fair
economy.
As a first step we suggest that you leave the Office program and start
using Open Office program; it performs the same tasks but it is a free program.
For all information on use and installation, (not only on operative GNU/Linux
systems, but also on Windows): http://it.openoffice.org/
Make a choice towards freedom and sharing



Convert your software to open source 

The first steps towards a responsible consumptions also in the field of informatics

Those who are more determined already can migrate from Windows or Mac to
Ubuntu, and open source operative system. It is possible to install the system
next to Windows in a new partition, either under Windows, or as though it was a
directory.
In 2002 Mark Shuttleworth hit the news because he was the first African
to travel in space. Looking at the Earth from up there, Shuttleworth saw the
plastic image of human interdependence and felt the impulse to do something
“really global”.
Foundation.

Three years after he came back he started the Ubuntu

Ubuntu is a South African multilingual word meaning “I am

because we are”, better expressed as “to believe in a universal sharing which
binds all humanity”. It is an operative system for desktop computers, based on
GNU/Linux and it is distributed free. To download it and to acquire all the
necessary explanations on how to install it or only to try it from a CD:
www.ubuntuit.org/
Equomanual 5: The appropriation of creation
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